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How is bird flu treated?

Treatment of people with bird flu will depend on
their symptoms. Depending on how serious the
symptoms, treatment may include supportive
care, use of anti-viral medicines, and/or hospitali-
zation.

Studies suggest that prescription medicines ap-
proved for human flu viruses may work in pre-
venting bird flu in humans. However, flu viruses
can become resistant to these drugs and may not
always work.

Why is there so much concern?

The risk from bird flu is generally low for most
people because the virus occurs mainly in domes-
tic and wild birds. But during an outbreak of bird
flu, there is a risk to people who have close con-
tact with infected birds or surfaces that have been
contaminated.

Because influenza viruses have the ability to
change, scientist are concerned that the virus will
one day infect people and spread easily from per-
son-to-person. If the virus changes itself and were
able to infect people and spread, an influenza
pandemic—a worldwide outbreak of the disease
could begin.
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Is there a vaccine?
There is currently no vaccine availab
mans, but a vaccine to protect bird
being used. Vaccine development
der way and research to test a v
began in April 2005.



